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A Note from Mrs. Pishko – “Christmas Season Memories” 
 

This newsletter comes out just as we begin the season of Advent. The Church’s 

New Year begins on Sunday, December 2nd, with the first Sunday of Advent.  

Many memories come to my mind as I think back on this special time of year:  

looking with wonder and amazement at the beautifully decorated department 

store windows in downtown Cleveland; going to see every Santa in each of the 

downtown department stores and getting a collection of candy canes; having 

$5.00 to do all my Christmas shopping at the neighborhood “Woolworth’s 5¢ & 

10¢ Store”; the special trip to the corner Christmas tree lot to 

buy our Christmas tree and taking forever to find the perfect 

one; choosing the right wrapping paper and ribbon to wrap 

each of my family members’ gifts; practicing for Holy 

Redeemer School’s Christmas program and being all jittery 

as I performed.   

 

But my favorite memory is when my mother took a piece of red velvet fabric 

and made a special drape for our manger so we could conceal Mary, Joseph and 

baby Jesus.  We then had a little ceremony at midnight on Christmas to open 

the drape and see the newborn baby and his mother and father!  I pray that as 

we begin our journey through this year’s Advent we are inspired to create 

special memories that keep Christ in our family’s Christmas.  May God bless you 

and your loved ones at this special time of year.  

 



 

The Tree of Jesse is a family tree with various ornaments 

that depict the ancestry of Jesus Christ.   The tree begins 

with Jesse of Bethlehem, the father of King David.  In 

history this is the original use of the family tree as a 

representation of genealogy.  Each morning during assembly the 

students will learn about the various people who came before 

Jesus and an ornament symbolizing that person in Jesus’ 

background will be placed on our little Jesse Tree. 

“Guess Who’s Coming to Bethlehem?” 

You are invited to join us for our first Christmas program on Friday, December 21st at 

9:30 a.m., following our regular Friday Mass.  Mrs. Miller has been busy 

helping the children solve the mystery in lyrics, to see if they can figure 

out “Who’s Coming to Bethlehem?”  The program will last about 20 minutes 

and promises to put us in the Christmas Spirit.  You can join us for Mass at 

8:30 a.m., and then attend the Christmas program.  After the program you can 

join the children in their Christmas Village experience as they travel 

between different themed rooms and complete craft projects.  Following the Christmas 

Village tour, we will have our first Christmas family luncheon.  You will be hearing more 

from our parent volunteer coordinator about opportunities to help with both crafts in the 

classroom and the family luncheon.   

 

 
We would like to invite you to help us bring the Christmas Spirit to a family in need.  Holy 

Cross Catholic School will be collecting food for a Christmas Meal.   Our 

service project gives the students and opportunity to learn some special 

things: to recognize their blessing and see how fortunate they are to have 

food on their tables; to learn that there are many individuals  who are not 

as fortunate; to develop compassion and a sense of caring and sharing 

their gifts and blessings with those in need..   
 

If you would like to participate in bringing cheer to our adopted family please bring non-

perishable foods and/or personal hygiene items to the school by Tuesday, December 18.  

Help us Help Others – HCCS First Service Project 

Christmas Program and Celebration – Friday, December 21  

Our Advent Jesse Tree 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancestors_of_Christ
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethlehem
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_tree


Be checking your e-mail for information from Amanda Kazarian 

regarding volunteer opportunities to help with the Christmas 

Celebration in the classrooms, as well as, the family luncheon 

celebration. 
 

 

Re-enrollment information for current Holy Cross students will be sent home in Tuesday 

Folders January 9 and 10. Deadline for re-enrollment is January 23.  

Enrollment will open for new students on January 28.  Tuition is based on 

being an “Active Student” of Holy Cross Catholic Church.  Please be sure you 

have completed the current “Stewardship Commitment Form” which you 

should have received from the Parish.   

 

 
 

Help us spread the word about Our School!   

Invite your friends!  

  Sunday, December 2, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

  Thursday, January 10, 7:00 p.m. 

  Sunday, January 27, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. – Launch of Catholic School Week.  

This is a special Open House and Kindergarten Round-up Preview! 
 

Parents who attend our open house will have an opportunity to meet the teachers, 

participate in interactive lessons in the classrooms, tour the school and see various 

video presentations.   
 

 

In order to volunteer at the school you must complete Safe Environment training – the 

Diocesan keeping children safe program.   The next Safe Environment training is Saturday, 

January 12 at 9:00 a.m. at Holy Cross Catholic Church in the Faith Formation Building 

Room 2.  To register, call Renee Bader, Safe Environment Coordinator, 972-625-5252 or 

email reneebader@holycrosscc.org.  

 

Upcoming Open House Dates 

Next Safe Environment Training January 12 - a MUST for Volunteers 

9a.m. 

2013-2014 School Registration 

Volunteer Coordinator News – Christmas Celebration Opportunities 
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St. John Neumann, C.Ss.R. 

Missionary and 4th bishop of Philadelphia. Founded the first diocesan 
Catholic school system in U.S. 

St. John Neumann learned pretty quickly what it meant to 

follow God's will with your whole heart and soul. He was 

certain that he was called to be a priest, but when the time 

came for ordination, the bishop fell ill and the ordination 

was cancelled. It was never rescheduled, because there was 

an over-abundance of priests in Europe. Knowing he was 

meant to be a priest, John traveled all the way from 

Bohemia to New York City to be ordained. He was one of 

only 36 priests, serving 200,000 Catholics: his 'parish' stretched from Lake 

Ontario throughout Pennsylvania. He became the founder of the first 

diocesan Catholic School system, going from only two schools to one 

hundred schools in his diocese.  

To learn more:  St. John Neumann biography and prayers 

 

 Don’t forget to link your Kroger, Target and Tom Thumb cards to Holy Cross 

Catholic School this holiday season!  Also, remember to save Box Tops for 

Education. 

 

Students will have a “Polar Express” experience this December.  

They will experience everything from wearing their pajamas at 

school, to drinking hot chocolate and even special library activities. 

Year of Faith – Monthly Saint - Check this Out at usccb.org  

Passive Fundraising – Kroger, Target, Box Tops  
 

Polar Express Coming to Holy Cross Catholic School   
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Pre-K3 and Pre-K4 enjoyed wearing their Indian vests and head 

feathers for their Thanksgiving Feast! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

Mr. Davis loves to dress up just like the 

characters in the books he reads – this time 

he is a Pilgrim!  

 

Kindergarten students show off their Thanksgiving 

Art projects – feathers and placements they made 

for their feast! 

 

 

 

 
 

                       So much food – quite a feast!!! 

The Month in Photos – Our Thanksgiving Feast 



 
 

 . . . . . . The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete 

Sunday?  which is a Sunday of rejoicing, 

because we are at the midpoint of 

Advent and we light the pink candle of 

the Advent Wreath 

 

  . . . . . . the Pope released a new book in time for 

Christmas - "Jesus of Nazareth -- The Infancy Narratives" --- it 

debunks several myths about the Nativity  

 ? ? was Jesus really born on December 25th? ? 

 ? ? were there cattle and other animals around the manger? ? 

 

  . . . . . . Have you checked the Holy Cross Catholic School’s 

Facebook page lately?  

http://www.holycrosscatholicschoolfrisco.org 

 

 . . . . . . the red hat a Cardinal wears is called a "biretta” 

 

 . . . . . . Pope Benedict XVI appointed six new cardinals on 

November 24 all of them from countries outside Europe: one 

American (Archbishop James M. Harvey, currently serves as 

prefect of the papal household), the other five are from Lebanon, 

India, Nigeria, Colombia, the Philippines. 

 . . . . . . You can learn about your child’s school day and class 

activities through ParentsWeb on-line.  Have 

you registered yet? 

 

 . . . . . . The Saint Gabriel Media Center is 

named after St. Gabriel the Archangel who 

serves as the patron saint of communication 

workers. 

 

Did You Know????? 
 

http://www.holycrosscatholicschoolfrisco.org/


 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from the Holy Cross Faculty and Staff!!! 

    
 

 

 

Date Event 
Saturday, December 1, 5:00-9:00 pm. 

 

Visit Holy Cross Booth at Frisco Merry Main Street 

Sunday, Dec  

Sunday, December 2. First Sunday of Advent 

1:00 -3:00 p.m. Open House 

Wednesday, December 5, 7:00 p.m. HCCS Steering Committee Meeting  

Friday, December 21  

 

8:30 a.m. Mass 

9:30 a.m. Christmas Program –“Guess Who’s Coming to Bethlehem 

10:00 a.m. Christmas Village – Craft Experience 

11:00 a.m. Family Christmas Luncheon 

12:15 Early Dismissal 

Begin Christmas Holiday 

End of 1
st
 Semester 

 

Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day – Merry Christmas!!! 

Tuesday, January 1 New Year’s Day – Happy 2013!!! 

Wednesday, January 2 

 

School Resumes!!! 

 


